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Don’t be a stranger! 

Alright, so I understand that it’s now summer-
time.  Folks will be traveling.  The yard work 
piles up.  The mountains and the beach 
beckon.  For that matter, the hammock in the 
back yard beckons.  But so does Jesus. 

Jesus is always going ahead of us, calling us 
forward to more deeply engage God’s mission 
in the world.  He doesn’t take the summer off, 
so neither do we. 

The construction crews are digging in to start 
our new community life center.  With this new 
building will come opportunities to serve 
God’s people, about which had never dreamt.  
That’s why the Stewardship Steering Commit-
tee is helping us create a pool of talent and re-
sources for both current and future needs.  This survey will only take you a few 
minutes and will provide us with information that will help match people with 
ministries. 

Christian formation will continue.  Once a month, we will offer a fun event at 
the 10:00 a.m. hour to keep us learning (and to keep us in the habit of coming).  
Worship continues as well.  You’ll notice that our worship schedule will re-
main the same as during the school year.  This is a change, necessitated by the 
addition of our weekly 9:00 a.m. service.  You can read more about it inside this 
edition of the Herald. 

Remember, when the days get hot and long, we’ll still be here.  Join us! 

Pax et bonum, 

David+ 
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Youth News 

Godly Play Teachers: 
Mary, Al and Madeline Rhoton 
Kathy, John and Briggs McKenzie 
Stacy and Robert Hoots 
Nicole and Johnny Slate 
Jon and Lori Baird 
Kathy and Mike Hughes 
Alicia Archibald 
Kirsten Bertschi 
 
Grade 6-12 Teachers: 
Bill Heard 
David Moore 
Chris Kunder 
Mary Darby 
Mary Wolf 
Dudley Moore 
 
Youth Group Leaders: 
David Moore 
Chris Kunder 
Lorinda Umphlett 
Kaitlin Barker 
Alicia Archibald 
 

 

 

Nursery Staff: 
Jessica Henderson 
Natalie Henderson 
Rebecca Henderson 
 
Children’s Chapel Leader’s: 
Chris Kunder 
Nicole Slate 
Kathleen Carlson 
Kerie Beth Scott 
Hunter Burris 
Emily Fisher 
 
Children & Youth Advisory 
Comm: 
Alicia Archibald 
Cece Biesecker 
David Moore 
Evie Cottam 
Fritz Falkson 
Hunter Burris 
Kim Gay 
Kirsten Bertschi 
Lori Baird 
Lorinda Umphlett 
Nicole Slate 
Kerie Beth Scott 
 

Christmas Pageant Leaders: 
Martha Barrier 
Margaret McDonald 
 
Acolyte Leaders: 
Herb Goins 
John Wall 
Marty Purser 
Kirsten Bertschi 
 
Junior Altar Guild 
Judy Boggs 
 
Youth Choirs: 
Margaret McDonald 
 
iMission Leaders: 
David Moore 
Audrey Yowell 
Mary Darby 
Margaret McDonald 

FFrom the Desk of the Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries 

If you have had a change of address, phone number and/or e-mail address, please notify the office so we can 
ensure that you receive all publications. Thank you! 

As we come to the end of the church school and youth programs year, we give thanks for the many hands and 
hearts that have helped shape our children and youth this year.  Formation is flowing everywhere. If I have 
missed your name, I do apologize. ~ Don Carlson 
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Youth News 

MMain Street Youth Summer Picnic 
Join St. Mary’s, First Presbyterian, First United 
Methodist and First Baptist Youth Groups for a great 
time of food, fellowship and fun for Grades 6-12 at 
Pac the Park on Saturday, June 4 at Oak Hollow Lake 
from 11:00am - 3:00pm. 

iiMission Update 
Thanks to our great parents and the support of the 
parish, we are closing in our goal of raising $4,500.00. 
We will be holding our final fundraiser on June 5 at 
the groundbreaking by selling hamburgers and hot 
dogs.  We hope you will come and join us for this fun 
event. 

Our trip is July 24-30.  Sunday, July 24, we will leave 
following the 8:00am service where the entire team 
and their families will worship and be commissioned. 
Please consider joining us at the 8:00am service on 
July 24 and sending the first iMission team off with 
your prayers and praise!! 

 

SSpend Some Time With Don 
Youth - Is summer boring? Nothing to do?  Spice it up!! 

 

 

 

 

 

Bring money for food and be ready for some fellowship and fun! Open to all those who will be in grades 
6-12 in the Fall of 2011 and their friends! 

Tuesday, June 21 – 1:00pm – 2:30pm 

Bruster’s 
2011 North Main Street 

Wednesday, July 13 – 12:00 – 1:30pm 

Giannos 
1124 Eastchester Drive 

Monday, July 18 - 1:00pm – 2:30pm 

Feeney's Frozen Yogurt  
1589 Skeet Club Road 

Tuesday, August 2 - 12:00 – 1:30pm 

Rome Pizza  
2100 North Main Street #112 
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Youth News 

22011011 VBS 
It’s not to late.  Have you signed up your child? Time to do it! Come see Don Carlson this 
week. 

This summer, with all your help and support, we will present, “PandaMania:  
Where God is Wild about You!” As kids flow into this awesome week of 
Bible stories, they’ll discover how God created the world, Elijah confronts the 
prophets of Baal, Jonah tries to escape from God, Jesus dies and comes back 
and God gives Hannah a baby. Our children will fill their morning with Party 
Time Sing & Play, Crazy Crafts, Treetop Treats, Wild Bible Adventures, Bam-
boo Blast Games, Chadder’s Movie Mania, Zoo Loo Music and Rowdy Wrap-
up.  

This year’s program is scheduled for the week of June 27 – June 30 at St. Mary’s from 9:00am – 12:30pm. There 
will be a Three’s & Four’s program for children who are potty-trained and a program for children who are in 
grades K-5. Children will be placed in the class they have completed at the end of the 2010/2011 school year. 
Registration will be taking place from April 11 – June 12.  Registration is open to our town friends, so please 
spread the word. 

We will be organizing talents of all types: musical, artistic and crafty, recreational, organizational and most im-
portantly, teaching. Please take a moment to prayerfully consider how your talents could enrich this vital minis-
try. We will provide teacher training for all who volunteer their time and talent. If you are interested in helping 
out, please contact me in the church office. Youth who are finishing Grades 6-12 this year are encouraged to 
sign-up to be counselors for the week. 

OOperation Smile 
“Operation Smile” is an outreach program that is supported by our Vestry and the Matthew 25:40 Committee. 
By now, families have received money containers for the summer. By putting money in this container, you are 
helping a child with a cleft lip and cleft palate have surgery to correct the difficulty.  Surgery provides an excel-
lent result and usually takes less than an hour to complete. 

All summer, children and their families will gather spare change and in the Fall we will have an ingathering for 
the program. St. Mary’s already has received a $250.00 donation to cover the cost of one child’s operation.  

Please help us over the summer, keeping your child’s bucket in a place where the whole family can be a part of 
this mission project! 

Peace, 

Ruth Purser and Don Carlson 
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Parish News 

SSummer Worship Schedule 
The Liturgy and Music Committee convened at the Rector’s request to discuss the summer worship schedule.  
Traditionally at St. Mary’s, Sunday worship during the summer is offered at 8:00 a.m. and at 10:00 a.m.  This was 
possible when our informal 9:00 a.m. worship service occurred only once a month.  Now, we worship at 9:00 
a.m. every Sunday and attendance at that service averages between 40 and 45 people.  Our overall Sunday atten-
dance has increased dramatically with the addition of this worship service on a weekly basis.  Because this ser-
vice has come into its own and has a higher attendance than even the loyal 8:00 o’clockers, the Rector requested 
the Liturgy and Music Committee to consider keeping the 8, 9, and 11 schedule throughout the summer as well. 

The Liturgy and Music Committee agreed that we now have a different set of circumstances than before and 
agreed that we will keep the same schedule year round.  Remember, if you prefer an earlier worship time in the summer, 
there is still the 9:00 a.m. service.  And, in fact, this gives you even more time to enjoy the summer day!  A consistent 
schedule will also help avoid any mishaps with summer visitors arriving at the wrong time for worship. 

Thank you in advance for your flexibility and willingness to try something new. 

CCommunion 
Another item taken up by the Liturgy and Music Committee was the possible discontinuation of the use of 
separate intinction cups at communion, but not of the practice of intinction.  People would still be able to intinct 
(that is, dip the bread into the wine).  The only change would be that intinction would be done in the full-sized 
chalice.  The intinction cups, you’ll remember, are the small chalices that the chalice bearers amazingly hold be-
tween their middle and ring fingers, along side of the full-sized chalice. 

Intinction cups have come into popular usage at several points over the years.  Each time, their use has coin-
cided with a wide-spread health scare.  Our intinction cups at St. Mary’s were given in the early eighties in re-
sponse to the mysteries surrounding the transmission of AIDS.  This concern has since been scientifically allevi-
ated. 

For several reasons, intinction is actually thought by many (including some scientists) to be less sanitary than 
drinking from the chalice or at least of the same level of cleanliness. Also, science has shown us that the silver of 
the chalice has a reactive property against contaminants.  In the words of a priest friend, who is a scientist by 
first training, “Now that we have microscopes, we can see that silver isn’t just hard on werewolves.” 

All of that said, the use of the intinction cups is very difficult for our chalice bearers.  Many of them have asked 
on multiple occasions if we might consider discontinuing their use.  This would also allow them to spin and 
clean the chalice after each person, a task that they cannot now manage with the intinction cup held so care-
fully.  One can imagine that when someone is so terribly, and rightfully, concerned not to spill either the intinc-
tion cup or the chalice, it slows down the distribution of communion significantly. 

After the Liturgy and Music Committee met, it was agreed that the intinction cups would no longer be em-
ployed at communion.  Again, this does not mean that people can no longer intinct.  Intinction will simply be 
available in the full-sized chalice.  You might also be glad to know that the intinction cups will find new homes 
in the communion kits taken out to the sick and homebound.  They are the perfect size for this new use. 
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Parish News 

 

OOur Fortunate Forty Days 
Many thanks to our minister David Umphlett for his idea of a Giving Tree for Lent.  He set the tone for the 
season with his sermon on March 13th.  By Ash Wednesday, the Matthew 25:40 committee had assisted in 
erecting a tree in the nave and covering it with lime green “leaves.”  One opportunity was attached to each leaf 
specifying a need within our community which matched the verses of Matthew 25:35, “for I was hungry and 
you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I 
was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.” Instead of 
the traditional giving-up-something-for-Lent, we were encouraged to take on something that would help oth-
ers and meet some of the numerous needs within our community. 

E-blasts and other announcements encouraged us to “keep on keeping on.”  And during the forty days of Lent 
members of St. Mary’s could be seen around the tree as they selected a leaf which specified what they wanted 
to “take on” for the coming week.  Out into the community we went and once a task was completed the leaf 
was put in the giving bowl and another leaf was selected.  Amazingly, the tree had a wonderful way of sprout-
ing new leaves each week! 

Did we grow as we stripped the tree?  Did we plant any seeds from the tree?  I believe so.  A buzz could be 
heard around the tree and about the tree, too.  “Did you try Open Door Shelter?”  “I did not know much about 
Mobile Meals until this week.”  “What’s available to do on Saturdays?”  “My opportunity did not pan out, but 
the breakdown in communication can be solved and I may try it later.”  “Have you ever heard of Breakfast Bur-
ritos for the Homeless?  Our youth group did that!”  “I’m so glad to know that Hospice needs baby monitors; 
I’ve got one I can donate.”  “ I could tell they needed me at West End Ministries.”  “This is the first time I knew 
where Helping Hands Ministry was located.  It was easy to drop off what they needed.”  And on and on went 
the buzz. 

The buzz tells me that at St. Mary’s you will find an industrious, loving, and busy congregation!  We have had 
a most fortunate forty days.  Alleluia!  ~Gayle Kearns 

CChristian Formation for All 
This summer we will be offering 3 Sunday’s where 
Christian Formation offerings for all ages will occur. 
On June 12, July 10 and August 7 we will have a pro-
gram for Adults (Parish Hall), Kindergarten-Grade 5 
(201 of the Education Building) and Grade 6-12 
(Little House). Mark the dates and join us for some 
Formation! 

Please remember our Nursery will be open all sum-
mer also.  If at any time you would like to make a fi-
nancial donation to our Nursery please send it to the 
attention of Don Carlson. 

NNewcomer’s Social 
Watch your mail box for an invitation to  
join us for a cook-out at David and Lorinda Um-
phlett’s home on Sunday, June 26, at 5PM.  It's a 
great chance for Newcomers to get to know more 
about Parish Life at  St. Mary's, and a great opportu-
nity for us to get to know each other. 

YYoung Adult Group 
The Young Adult Group will continue to meet dur-
ing the summer.  Please mark your calendars for 
June 21 and July 19 at 6:00pm at the Umplett’s. 
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Parish News  

GGroundbreaking for the Community Life Center 

On June 5th, immediately following the 11:00 a.m. liturgy, we will proceed across the street to break ground 
for the construction of the new Community Life Center.  Representatives from the Congdon/Yowell/Pigman 
clan will be digging in, as well as representatives from many of the organizations and ministries that will find 
their home in the new building.  Our architect, Gray Hudson, and our builders, the Frank L. Blum Construc-
tion Company, will also be in attendance. 

The young people headed on the mission trip this summer will be selling hotdogs and hamburgers to support 
their work and music will be provided by our adult choir and by Tupelo Shine (featuring our own Johnny 
Slate).  Please join us for this grand celebration! 
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Parish News 

AAccess ACS 
It has been one year since St. Mary’s has acquired the ACS software to enhance administrative and financial 
operations in the church office.  Katrina has been diligent in getting the financial suite set-up to make it easier 
to track accounts, funds and expenses.  Our hats are off to her for putting in many hours of work to ensure the 
data was entered in the system correctly.  She now has the methods in place for our financials to run effi-
ciently; so thank you, Katrina!   

Shannon has been working on updating all the information in ACS that pertains to small groups and activities 
that we all participate in.  We ask that you please go online and visit our website at www.stmarysepisc.org 
and click on the Access ACS link on the left side of the page.  For those of you that have never visited the Ac-
cess ACS link before, please click on the ‘Need A Login’ link once you are on the Access ACS page.  Once you 
sign-up you will be assigned a password via e-mail and upon your initial login, you will be prompted to 
change your password to something more user-friendly.  Please take some time to browse ACS and familiarize 
yourself with the capabilities that it offers.  We are urged to utilize the full functionality of ACS so that our 
entire congregation can be better informed as we move to this software for scheduling items for our calendars, 
retrieving member’s contact information, committee communication, etc.  If you need assistance, please con-
tact Shannon in the office at 886-4756 x21 or administrator@stmarysepisc.org.   

Clockwise from left:  Jane Gill-Shaler, Kitty Montgomery, Frankie Gurganus, and Joyce Manning work on the quilt, 
“Sara’s Feast,” for the ECW Wine Gala. 
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Parish News 

SStewardship 
It was around 10:00 at night when I got home from Lobster Fest.  I remember driving home feeling both fa-
tigued and gratified.  Those of you who have spent any time with me know that I was not designed to lift 
things.  In fact, my body type is more jockey than jock.  So, as I was driving home, trying to ignore the com-
plaints my puny muscles were filing, it dawned on me that the reason for my fatigue and the reason for my 
sense of gratification were one and the same. 

There is a lot of set up and tear down required for an event like Lobster Fest.  However, this work comes with 
the opportunity to participate in and observe teamwork. 

You see, the Brotherhood at St. Mary’s is not just some rag tag group of men known primarily for their ability 
to devour hush puppies almost as quickly as they produce them.  In fact, they can combine to be a finely tuned 
machine, ready to accept and complete whatever task is at hand.  Ok, I admit the machine is not brand new 
but it still works.  So on that night of culinary wonderment, despite being covered in lobster goo, I found my-
self proud to be among their ranks. 

The lobster was succulent, the steak was tender, and the chicken was, well, chicken, but delicious nonethe-
less.  Oh, and don’t forget the music.  Rock on!  Still, none of it would have mattered had it not been for the 
great support given by the members of St. Mary’s.  You bought the tickets.  You invited your friends.  You 
made the night what it was meant to be: a time of fun, food and fellowship.  Does it get any better than that? 

As I looked around at the folks talking to one another and enjoying their meals, I was reminded of what a neat 
place St. Mary’s is.  Here’s a group of people that is not content with just seeing each other on Sunday morn-
ing.  We’re able to gather on a Saturday night and extend the connection we have to one another.  The more 
people we can expose to this the better. 

I laid my head down that night ready to dream of things that didn’t smell like the ocean when I remembered 
the upcoming wine gala put on by the ECW.  Steak and lobster one weekend, and wine the next.  Man, this 
church is awesome.  Although these fun times will have passed by the time you read this article, let them serve 
as reminders of the importance of attending events that happen year round at St. Mary’s.  Because, when you 
make the decision to attend, you are enriching the experience of every person you see.  The result isn’t just a 
good time.  It’s stewardship.  ~ Tony Bertschi 

RRecent Bequest 
St. Mary's has recently received a generous gift from the estate of the late John Yowell.  This gift comes to us 
without any designation or stipulation.  The Vestry has resolved to use part of the gift to create the John Yow-
ell Endowment for Youth Ministry and Christian Formation.  The remainder of the gift will serve as a signifi-
cant boost to our Property Endowment Fund.  Youth ministry and Christian formation were both passions for 
John.  He served on the search committee for our director of children's and youth ministries.  Throngs of St. 
Marians were formed by his leadership in the youth group and in Sunday school.  We give thanks for his life of 
selflessness and devotion -- a life that continues to witness to those values. 
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Music News 

Friends,  

I write to inform you that I have accepted Margaret McDonald's resignation from her duties as Director of 
Youth Choirs at St. Mary's.  Margaret will continue as the Director of the St. Mary's Music Academy.   Marga-
ret has been with St. Mary's for 24 years and her leadership has helped mould generations of children.  Her 
enthusiastic ministry has fostered a culture in which the musical offerings of the children's choirs are truly a 
part of worship and not merely a precious side-note.  Margaret will officially retire from the youth choirs on 
June 30th.  We will toast her appropriately.  The great news is that Margaret will still be around, and for that 
we also give thanks. 

Yours, David+ 

 

“It has been my pleasure to serve as Director of Children and Youth Choirs for the past 24 years.  I have resigned from that 
position effective June 30 so that I may have more time to develop and expand the Music Academy. I hope that the Academy 
will be an even stronger and more vital outreach ministry as we move into the new building.  Thank you to all the parents and 
children who participated in the choir program while I was the director and I look forward to seeing how that ministry will 
grow and become even stronger.”  ~  Margaret McDonald 

MMusic News  

AAscension Evensong 
Join us Thursday night, June 2 at 6:00p.m. for the As-
cension Day Evensong followed by a covered dish 
supper.  Please bring a dish to share! 

 
SSummer Choir Begins June 5 
If you enjoy singing but are unable to make long-term 
commitments, the Summer Choir has a place for you!  
When the summer schedule begins the first Sunday 
of June, St. Mary’s Choir takes a holiday from mid-
week rehearsals and meets Sunday mornings an hour 
before the service for a brief rehearsal.  We prepare 
familiar hymns, the service music and short Offertory 
anthems (interesting pieces that are not too long or 
too difficult). 

We invite any who would like to make a real contri-
bution to St. Mary’s worship to join us for a Sunday 
or for the summer.  Just come by the choir room on 
the second floor of the Church building any Sunday 
at 10:00a.m. 
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June Birthdays 

Lily Blackman 
Spencer Wilson & Family 

Patti Burns 
Ernst Lenz 

Carol Kenn 
Jack Marsh 

Michael & Haley Walsh 
Frances Cobbler 
Florence Kendall 

Fred Murrow 
Michelle Foster & Family 

Elizabeth Harding 
The Dearman Family 

Esker Amos 
Alice Whitehorne 
Nicole Dolder 
Nicole Pulliam 
Larry Bliss 
DJ 
Bill Heard 
Buck Williams & Family 
Judy Jessie 
Paul Barnes  
Jeff Murrow 
Frank Falkson 
Shannon Watkins Weidner 

“O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, 
look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover 
of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen” 

To notify the church of illness, hospitalization, birth, death, or prayer request, contact Shannon in the church office:  886-4756 x21 
or administrator@stmarysepisc.org.  

01 Lindy Goins 
02 Karen Pigman 
 Kyle Baird 
03 Ann Wyche 
04 KK Hanson 
 Margaret Hanson 
05 Sue Uhlin 
06 Jamey Reagan 
07 Anthony Williams 
09 Elizabeth Finch 
 Anna East 
 John Storey 
10 Rena Smith 
 Emily Archibald 
11 Mike Hughes  
13  David Penley 
14  Joya Shepard 
15 Joel Shepard 

15 Janice Davis 
18 Natalie Henderson 
 AJ Rhoton 
 Spencer Witcher 
19  Peter Wasmer 
 Gus Schwenk 
 George White 
 James Umphlett 
20  Megan Williams 
22  Barbara Crowell 
23 Diane Rankin 
24 Leslie Moore 
25 Eddie Sams 
 Julia Smith 
28 Jim Betsill 
 Ollie Wall 
29 Don Archibald  
 Braeden Moore 

Prayers       Milestones 

New Members 

St. Mary’s welcomes the following individuals to our church family :   

By Transfer:  Elizabeth & Derek Meyn 

July Birthdays 

02 Anne Bulla 
03 Mike Smith 
 Betsy Lehman 
04 Katie Cottam 
07 Henry Rhoton 
08 Jeff Miller 
12 Revon Johnson  
13  David Stewart 
 Edward Lindner 
14 Howard Altizer 
 Llewjean White 
18 Marty Purser  
 Henry Scott 
19 Don Henderson 
 Bob Cottam 
 Henry Simcox 
20  Barry Collum 
21 Kay Snow 

21  Kim Gay 
22  Andrew Brehm 
23 Edward Dwight 
 Pat Simcox 
 Katelyn Hughes 
24 Tom Thompson 
 Barbara Ewing 
25  Bill Sasser 
 Charlie Hartsoe 
 Frankie Gurganus 
 Wayne Jacobs 
 Alexandra Rhoton 
 Harrison Bertschi 
31  Trish Avery 
 Todd Newman 
 Nicky Archibald 
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The Rev.’d David Umphlett 
Rector 

davidu@stmarysepisc.org 
 

The Rev’d Sara Palmer 
Assistant to the Rector 

sarap@stmarysepisc.org 
 

The Rev’d Nathan Finnin 
Priest Associate 

finninn@canterburygso.org 
 

Katrina Parnell 
Financial Secretary 

katrinap@stmarysepisc.org 
 

Shannon Carter 
Parish Administrative Asst. 

administrator@stmarysepisc.org 
 

Don Carlson 
Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry 

donc@stmarysepisc.org  
 

Artie Ross - Sexton 
 
 

Dr. Harold G. Andrews 
Organist & Choirmaster 
ncorgancraft@aol.com 

 
Margaret McDonald 

Youth Choir Director &  
Music Academy Director 

musicacademy@northstate.net 
 

Vestry 
Joe Fisher, Senior Warden 
Tim Yates, Junior Warden 

Jim Armstrong, Mary Darby, Candy Fenn, 
Joe Fisher, Amanda Gane, Herb Goins, Eric 

Hill, Dudley Moore, Paul Siceloff,  
Johnny Slate, Tim Yates, Audrey Yowell, 

Famatta DeShield, clerk 
 

Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina 
The Rt. Rev’d Michael B. Curry  

Bishop 
The Rt. Rev’d William O. Gregg 

 Assistant Bishop 
The Rt. Rev’d Alfred C. Marble 

Assisting Bishop 

Services at St. Mary’s 

Sundays 
8:00 a.m. – Holy Eucharist 

9:00 a.m. - Informal Worship 
11:00 a.m. – Holy Eucharist 

 
Wednesdays 

12:00 noon – Holy Eucharist  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 

8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Address Service Requested 

 
The deadline for the next Herald is July 18.  

Please e-mail your submissions to:  administrator@stmarysepisc.org 

We Pray for the Health and Wellness of: 


