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Dear Fellow Parishioners,

Stewardship is a spiritual matter and is a part of Christian living. It takes place
daily, not just annually during the Every Member Canvass. The real bottom
line of Christian Stewardship is not a dollar sign. The real bottom line is how
we choose to use our time, talent, and treasure in the true belief that these gifts
have been lovingly bestowed upon us for use in the building of God’s kingdom
on earth. Stewardship is about intentionally committing ourselves to His work
in all areas of our lives. We choose to do this in grateful response to God and as
a part of our covenant with Him.

The yearly canvass for financial commitments to His work through St. Mary’s is
vitally important but it is only one aspect of seeking to live fully into our rela-
tionship with God. St. Mary’s is a community of Christians who care deeply
about each other and the world beyond our doors. We have chosen to worship
at St. Mary’s because our spirits are fed here. We are connected to God and to
each other through the ministries we share.

I hope that you have had an opportunity to read the stories about some of these
ministries. These stories will appear each week as an insert in the worship
guide and the following week in the e-news. They are testaments to how our
congregation is using the gifts God has given us....to do the work He is call-
ing us to do. In the weeks ahead I hope that we will all reflect on the gifts that
we have received and how we use them in response to God’s love for us.

Faithfully yours,
THE STEWARDSHIP STEERING COMMITTEE

Carroll Ann Miller, Chair; Tony Bertschi, Co-Chair; Andy Brehm; Evie Cottam;
Jason Ewing; Elizabeth Finch; Johnny Slate; and Sandra Vernon
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From the Rector

This summer has been a time of transition and change here at St. Mary’s. We
have buried five members of our parish or their family members, sorrowing at the
loss of their physical presence among us and at the same time rejoicing in their
new life in God’s never-ending love. We have celebrated holy matrimony, watch-
ing as two individuals join themselves together in a mystical relationship meant
to show the world the kind of relationship God desires to have with each and
every one of us. We have celebrated the births of new members of our parish
family and welcomed newcomers galore!

We have moved forward on building plans for our new community life center,
praying to break ground in the early part of next year. We have spent a whole
day together playing and praying, reimagining what informal worship at 9:00
a.m. will look like and how we can make it an every Sunday addition to our com-
munal life. We have welcomed Sara Palmer as our new Assistant to the Rector
and will soon welcome Don Carlson into our midst as the new Director of Chil-
dren’s and Youth Ministry. My own family awaits a major transition in the birth of our next child.

Change abounds. We are in the process of becoming. What are we becoming at St. Mary’s? What do we
want to become?

Transition is sometimes scary, sometimes difficult, sometimes unsettling — yet change is part of our DNA, it is
the way of the world. Stagnation, or the attempt at it, in trying to insure that nothing ever changes, is ulti-
mately futile. Everything changes. Everything is being made new. Our own bodies are constantly in the proc-
ess of sloughing off dead cells, with new ones replacing them constantly. I am in a very real sense a completely
different person than I was even just one year ago.

What a tremendous gift! God is making all things new, including St. Mary’s. Informed by our history, shaped
by our traditions, and sustained by our God, we move into our next chapter as a community of faith. How we
engage God’s mission in this moment is up for grabs. Be a part and help us, in this time and place, to grow
into what God is calling us to be.

Pax et bonum,

David+

Our Patronal Feast

August 15th is the Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is the custom of churches
to hold a great celebration on the day of their patron or patroness. On August 15,
at 10:00 a.m., we will celebrate our Lady with a festival Holy Eucharist and with
Holy Baptism. May we take inspiration from her willingness to bear God for the

o
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world to do the same in our own day and time.
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Sara’s Column

T hanks for Your Great Ministry of Encouragement!

Many thanks to you all for the wonderful warm welcome you have extended to me since my arrival on June
21, 1 really appreciated your hospitality on my first Sunday, June 27" with so much delicious food that was
milk-free, and your kindness to my husband, David, who also attended. In the past three weeks, I have
preached, met with the vestry, taken communion to people unable to come to church, visited several homes,
met with the Chaplain at the hospital, and enjoyed the collegial staff meetings at Saint Mary’s. Thank you for
your cards that have greeted me in my inbox in the office, and for your kind words of support which mean a
lot. You have a great ministry of encouragement!

Some of you may have wondered why I am not worshiping with you every Sunday. Saint Mary’s is hiring a
full-time youth minister soon; this will help the church grow with more youth and young families. My job as
the Assistant to the Rector is therefore part-time only. I work 20 hours a week, which means I am at the
church about two and a half days a week, often Mondays and Fridays. David has asked me to assist him two
Sundays a month. While he is away in Israel for two weeks, I will be available for your pastoral needs on a
part-time basis. I look forward to preaching August 8" and 29", Tlook forward to serving you, and to our
continued growth, numerically and spiritually.

God bless you and keep you,

Sara Palmer +

Confirmation Classes ///

Interested in knowing God more deeply? The Rev. Sara Palmer wel-
comes all young people from age 14 to 18 to a series of six Confirma-
tion classes, beginning the end of August. Commitment to attend

all six classes is a requirement for confirmation. Please let me know
what days and times would suit your schedules best; Mondays or
Fridays straight after school would work well for me. Bishop Gregg
will be coming to Saint Mary’s, Sunday October 24™ at 11:00am to
confirm and welcome new members. Please e-mail me if you are in-

terested: sarap@stmarysepisc.org

Confirmation

If you have had a change of address, phone number and/or e-mail address, please notify the office so
we can insure that you receive all publications. Thank you!
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Parish News

Vacation Bible Camp

This year we will combine with St. Christopher’s
Episcopal Church on the corner of Eastchester and
Johnson Street in High Point for Vacation Bible
Camp! The Bible Camp will be held at St Christo-
pher’s on August 9™ -13 starting with dinner at 5:30
p-m. and the program running from 6:15-8:15 p.m.. St
Mary’s will be assisting with meals and volunteers to
run the camp.

More information will follow, but please save the
date. This is a great opportunity for meeting new
friends for fellowship, learning and fun. Volunteers
are also still needed. Please make a commitment to
help and to attend and call Alicia Archibald at 855-
5866 / donandalicia@triad.rr.com or Lori Baird at
841-6430 / lori.baird@northstate.net.

Also we would love to hear from any youth that
would like to help out and get involved. There will
be some drama, so if you like to act, let us know!

New Church Software - ACS

The church office is still in the process of implement-
ing our new software. We, the staff, are planning on
being fully trained on the office management side of
the software by the middle to end of September.
Then all committee heads will be trained, followed
by the remainder of the congregation based on the
modules that pertain to you. We are excited about
the capabilities that the software will offer our par-
ish. You will be hearing more about our timeline for

training and opportunities for signing-up. Stay

Follow us on Facebook

St. Mary’s has a Facebook group page. If you're on Facebook, join us. Just search for St.
Mary’s Episcopal Church, High Point, NC. It’s a great way to stay connected and get up to

date messages about events at the Church.
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Acolytes

The Acolyte Program of St.

/j Mary’s is in the process of

recruiting new Acolytes.

Acolytes participate in the

worship services by lighting

A u candles, carrying crosses

{t and banners in processions

CO TIZ]] €S and assisting the priests in
preparing the Eucharistic Table.

»4

An Acolyte typically begins serving upon entry into
the 6" grade (age 11 or 12), but any young person 6™
grade and older is welcome to participate in the ser-
vices as an Acolyte. Acolytes usually are scheduled on
average of 1 service per month.

Acolyte training sessions are currently scheduled for
either July 25, August 15 or August 22 immediately
following the 10:00 AM service. (It is only necessary
to attend one of the training sessions). The session
lasts approximately 20 minutes.

Please contact either Acolyte Co-Chair about oppor-
tunities to participate and more information:
Herb Goins at 887-3508 / hlgjrlke@northstate.net
or John Wall at 454-4947.

Young Adult Group

The Young Adult Group will meet at the Umphletts’
home on Tuesday, August 17 from 6:00-7:30 pm and
childcare is provided. All 21-35ish year olds are in-
vited to attend.

THE HERALD


mailto:hlgjrlkg@northstate.net�
mailto:donandalicia@triad.rr.com�
mailto:lori.baird@northstate.net�

Parish News

ESL Classes

St. Mary’s, in conjunction with GTCC, the Latino
Family Center, and Guilford Child Development, will
begin ESL classes for the Family Literacy Project on
Tuesday, August 17. Classes will be held every Tues-
day and Thursday night from 6 - 8:30 pm in the Edu-
cation Building. Registration dates are Tuesday, Au-
gust 10 and Thursday, August 12.

P arish Administrative Assistant

I will be out of the office on vacation a half-day on
August 13, and full days August 16 and 17. There will
be volunteers in the office the 16th and 17th to an-
swer the phone and door while I am away. You are
welcome to send me an email or leave me a message
and I will get back with you when I return. For pas-
toral emergencies, please contact the Rector, David
Umphlett, or the Assistant to the Rector, Sara
Palmer. Thank you!~Shannon Watts

Fill the Bus Food Collection

Please bring donations of soup & crackers, dried or
canned fruit, dried or canned beans & rice to the blue
boxes in the Parish Hall Vestibule through Sunday,
August 29! These goods will be combined with col-
lections from all 4 Main Street Coalition Churches,
and delivered to food pantries serving the hungry in
High Point.

St. Mary’s Note Cards

St. Mary’s still has our “stained glass” note cards
available for sale. The note cards come in packs of 16
and are $12 per pack. Each pack contains the same
design, but there are 3 designs to choose from. If you
are interested in purchasing some, come to the
church office during the week, or purchase some
from the basket in the Parish Hall. Please make all
checks payable to St. Mary’s with “note cards” in the
memo section of your check.

*The Ministry we received at baptism calls us to transform our communities into something that looks more like
the reign of God. That is our mission...A baptismal ecclesiology begins in the belief that every member of the
church is gifted for, and called to, ministry. It asserts that no ministry is more important than another...And the
ecclesiology announces that the reign of God is our end. We go toward it as we lay down our lives for the rest of

what Sallie McFague, an ecological theologian and author, calls the Body of God--those in the church and those
beyond it, humanity and the rest of creation."

Katharine Jefferts Schori,

From A Wing and A Prayer, A Message of Faith and Hope

[Harrisburg, NY: Morehouse Publishing, 2007], pp. 22 & 24.

THE HERALD
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Parish News

Confirmation, Reception, Reaffirmation

Bishop Gregg is scheduled to be with us on October 24 to offer the sacrament of
Confirmation and also to receive into the Episcopal Church those who have trans-
ferred into St. Mary’s from other traditions. The bishop’s visit is also a chance to for-
mally reaffirm baptismal promises is a public manner.

Youth Confirmation classes are being offered by the Rev'd Sara Palmer as discussed
in a separate notice. Adult Confirmation classes will be offered by the Rector begin-
ning in September. It is expected that those seeking Confirmation will attend all of
the meetings (though exceptions can certainly be made). All discussions will begin
at 6:30 p.m. and last until 7:30 or 8:00 p.m.

Schedule: September 7,14, 21, 28 and October 5 and 19.

Please call (887.4756) or email (davidu@stmarysepisc.org) David Umphlett to sign up.

Confirmation Class

A Letter From the Senior Warden

Summer is traditionally a quiet time at St. Mary’s,
Sunday school is out and most of the regularly sched-
uled classes and meetings have been put on hold until
fall. Never-the-less, St. Mary’s is in building mode
from our staffing to actual bricks and mortar.

One of the first tasks of the year was to rebuild the
church staff. We are very fortunate to have Sara
Palmer “on-board” and anticipate welcoming our
new youth minister very soon. This gives everyone
the chance to get settled in and be ready for the busy
fall season.

On July 17, the parish held an all day musical work
shop to discuss appropriate music at the 9:00 service.
I was excited to learn that there was much interest
from our congregation which will greatly help out
our faithful 9:00 musicians! In the fall, we will begin a
new concert series that will involve all of our choirs.

6 Auagust 2010

Every month there will be a concert by one or more of
our choirs including performances by our paid choir
singers.

As you know from Paul's updates the new South
Campus project (AKA Family Life Center) is moving
forward. The steering committee is working hard to
get a general contractor in place so we can move on
to the next step.

Our goal is to break ground in January or February
2011 (weather permitting) and believe this to be a
two year project and if all goes well, we will be in by
March 2012!

“Build it and they will come™. T wish you all a happy
and safe summer!

Beth Penley
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Parish News

St. Mary’s South Campus Seeks LEED Certification

In May, the steering committee voted to
seek LEED certification for St. Mary’s
20,000 square foot building on South Cam-
pus, scheduled to begin construction in
2011.

LEED stands for “Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design,” a rating system
developed by the US Green Building Coun-
cil to assist architects and construction
companies in creating sustainable build-

ings and landscapes.

LEED criteria - for which new construction and major renovations earn “points” - include site selection [to
mitigate sprawl], water conservation, energy efficiency, recycling construction waste, using local materials,
and promoting renewable energy, clean air quality indoors, and landscaping with native plants. These criteria,
with multiple choices and options available to the architect under each category, will provide lower utility
costs for St. Mary’s in the future. Also, LEED certification will place St. Mary’s as a leader in environmental
design.

According to St. Mary’s architect Gray Hudson, the building on St. Mary’s South Campus might well be the
first LEED designated Christian church building in North Carolina. Hudson, whose firm WKWW works
throughout the state, knows of no other Christian LEED certified religious project in North Carolina, al-
though LEED building practices are gaining awareness and popularity throughout the Triad.

All Saints Episcopal Church in Greensboro recently won a “Green Award” from the Greensboro Chamber of
Commerce for a “green” renovation of its 1960s educational building. After touring All Saints, our rector,
David Umphlett, commented not only on the energy savings that sustainable building offers, but on the even
more important implications of green building for our faith. By building in a manner that is more in harmony
with creation, he said, we make known our belief that as Christians, we are morally bound to be good stew-
ards of the earth and all its resources. Our new building will stand as a witness to this Christian principle.

A recent Google search of “LEED,” coupled with “Episcopal Church,” produced three references: two addi-
tions to Episcopal schools [St. Stephens Episcopal Cathedral School in Harrisburg, Pa., and St. Stephens Epis-
copal Day School in Coconut Grove, Fla.], and a renovation and new addition to Trinity Episcopal Church in
Iowa City, lowa. Also referenced in this Google search were “green” features, such as solar panels and a green
roof added to existing Episcopal facilities. For example, St. Alban’s Episcopal Church in Washington, D.C.,
was not a LEED project, but was referenced because of the church’s installation of solar panels. The congrega-
tion at St. Alban’s refers to their new solar panels as “our newest stained-glass windows,” comparing them to
the church’s traditional stained glass windows that tell the story of God and his redeeming love through
Christ Jesus. St. Alban’s Rev. Scott Benhase explains “They [the solar panels] tell of God’s love for us by giv-
ing us this beautiful Earth and our responsibility to care for it wisely.”*

--Building Design/Construction Steering Committee
www.stmarysepisc.org/Rise Build.html

*www.ecojustice.wordpress.com/2010/01/11/solar-churches
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Parish News

Director of Children’s & Youth Ministries

TELL IT TO YOUR CHILDREN, AND LFT YOUR CHILDREN TFELL IT
17O THEIR CHILDREN, AND THEIR CHILDREN TO THFE NEXT
GENERATION. JOEL [:3

[ am thrilled to be offered the position of Director of Children and Youth Ministry at St Mary’s in High Point
to serve your children and youth and their families. I am passionate about making a difference in their lives
and helping them to have a stronger faith and love in God. After 20 years of experience in roles working with
children and youth, [ understand the importance of incorporating families and believe building up lay leader-
ship is essential to having successful programs.

My interest in working for the Church started when I was the Junior Choir Director in the church where I
grew up After that I was hired as the Director of Children and Youth Ministries at St Stephen’s Episcopal
Church in Ridgefield, CT. T spent eleven wonderful years working in a parish with clergy, staff and lay leaders
that taught me how to build wonderful and solid Christian Formation Programs. A pivotal point in my youth
experience was implementing a mission trip to make houses warmer, safer and drier. This was an eye opening
experience for me as well as the youth and this program continues today. After that, I worked on the Dioce-
san staff as the Canon for Youth and Family Ministries for the Bishop of Central New York. I served on many
national committees that I thoroughly enjoyed. But at the diocesan level, I missed caring for the families and
being part of a dynamic church. I plan to work with your congregation to make High Point, NC develop pro-
grams and make the youth and children a priority. They are the not only the future of our church, they are
here today.

I have been married for almost seven years to Kathleen and we have a beautiful three year old son, Mark. 1
love playing golf, watching “I Love Lucy” and “Law & Order”, organizing events, and being with friends. I am
excited to join your church and getting to know each of you.

In His Service,

Don Carlson
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Parish News

Summer Music Lessons at the Academy Brotherhood Lunch to Benefit ABC

Our students are continuing their training each week S Cholarship Fund
this summer and all the instructors are continuing to
challenge them. Students have more free time in the 1. Miusic Academy has received many requests for
summer to practice and much progress can be made in
the summer months. A student recital is planned for

the end of August and an Academy faculty recital is

scholarships - many more than we can give. The
ABC Fund, which was set up to provide scholar-
ships for talented but underserved youth, does not
have the funds to meet these needs. We currently
have only two students on partial scholarship.
Members of the Brotherhood have graciously agreed
to cook another delicious meal to support the schol-
arship fund on August 15 immediately following the
10:00 a.m. service. Please plan to eat lunch here at
St. Mary's and enjoy meeting some of the Academy
students and hearing them perform .

also being planned.

Aug. 15 - 12:15 p.m. - Parish Hall.....Save the date!

Stephen Ministry

Stephen Ministry is a confidential, one-on-one ministry serving St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, and by special
request, other parishes. All Care Givers (Stephen Ministers) are trained extensively and Care Receivers are
determined by our clergy and current Stephen leader. As a team, the clergy and the Stephen Ministers serve
their Care Receivers for a period of two or three months to two years. Hopefully in that window of time, their
crisis will be resolved or become manageable.

If you have been considering Stephen Ministry as a possibility for “your ministry”, please call our rector, David
Umphlett at 886-4756 x22, past Stephen Leader, Barabara Ide at 889-0155, Llewjean White at 882-3175, or our
current Stephen Leader, John Haworth at 809-5999 and let us answer all your questions on this subject. We
are planning to begin a new training session the 2nd week of September. The training is a wonderful way to
go deeper in your faith walk plus preparing you to be a much needed asset to St. Mary's.

STEPHEN MINISTRY
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Episcopally Speaking

Holy Women/Holy Men

At the last General Convention (2009), a major revision of our calendar of com-
memorations was issued and approved for trial use throughout The Episcopal
Church. This calendar, formerly known as Lesser Feasts and Fasts, is now entitled
Holy Women/Holy Men. Throughout this triennium, parishes, individuals, and dio-
ceses are encouraged to observe these commemorations: reading the appointed
lessons, praying the collects, and reading the biographies. The Standing Commis-
sion on Liturgy and Music of The Episcopal Church is charged with collecting
comments and observations about these additions to our saintly calendar.

To that end, a blog has been established to serve as a resource for the use of these
new commemorations, providing additional resources such as art and histories
that are connected with those being remembered.

The Rector is pleased to have been given the privilege of helping host this blog and
facilitate the introduction of so many worthy new commemorations. He'll be
hosting the blog occasionally throughout the next year. Check in regularly to see what's new and to make
your own comments and suggestions. The new book Holy Women/Holy Men is available from Church Publishing
and can be ordered from Amazon or Barnes and Noble. The blog and survey can be found at http://
liturgyandmusic.wordpress.com.

If you know of aword or concept you'd like to see here, please let Shannon (administrator@stmarysepisc.org)
or David (davidu@stmarysepisc.org) know.

Wednesday’s Saints

The following commemorations will be kept at the noon liturgies in the month of August.
4 — George Freeman Bragg, Jr., Priest, 1940 (transferred from Aug. 3)

11 - Clare, Abbess at Assisi, 1253

18 -~ Manteo and Virginia Dare, 1587

25 - Louis, King of France, 1270
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Prayers AMilestones

Dot Forward é\XN YOO Kate Thornton

Anne Howell Esker Amos

Ann Hampton é) Tim Foster
Kathy Brown \'6 Alice Whitehorne
Alice Jordan F’ Lois May
Lily Blackman @, Nicole Dolder
Spencer Wilson & Family A Marsha Slane

\\

Don Archibald Sr.
Nancy Wood

Bob Tweedy
é Cecily Cass

Bill Heard Ken Huggins
Patti Burns Dick Shaler
Susan Kaley Mary Louise Roy
Nancy Cone Megan Williams
Barbara Fulcher Nicole Pulliam
Ernst Lenz Dan Ide
Pauline Siceloff Eunetta Morris

Char Bivens
“O Lord one A, acced The erid et of your : in The mullilude of younr mercies, book
Py 7o P 7

wilt compassion wpon ns and all who Twrn To 701/»%04/ A&é:»; /ofp gou are gracions, O lover of souty,
and 7o 7,09» we gi/wy gfofv?, ?af/vm, §on, and ﬁof? W now mﬁl%o@wm. Omen ”

August Birthdays

0l Bevret Reynolds 16 John Drake Karcher

02 Steve Brooks Laura Marsh
Dot Slate William McKenzie

03 Tony Berschi 17 Erik Scheer

04  Adam Howell Seth Yowell

07 Brett Higgins 18 Dorothy Darr

08 Robert Slate Joe Fisher

09 Nancy Ketchum 19 Phil Johnston
Steve Rohrbeck 20 Jay Marsh

11 Rebecca Henderson Rebecca McAtee

12 Alex Hill 22 Asia Brown

13 Carter Chaney George Lindner
Joseph Cullom 23 Marianne Hayworth
Gayle Kearns Robert Kuhn
Betsy Smith 26 Charles Duckett

14 Geoffrey Williams JB Farlow

15 Thomas Ring 27 Jake Scott

31 Jan Kaley

To notify the church of illness, hospitalization, birth, death, or prayer request, contact
Shannon in the church office: 886-4756 x21 or administrator@stmarysepisc.org.
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Services at St.
Mary’s

Sundays
8:00 a.m. — Holy Eucharist
9:00 a.m. - Informal Worship
(2nd Sunday of the month)
10:00 a.m. — Holy Eucharist

Wednesdays
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12:00 noon - Holy Eucharist

CLERGYSBFAFF

The Rev.’d David Umphlett
Rector
davidu@stmarysepisc.org

The Rev’d Sara Palmer
Assistant to the Rector
sarap@stmarysepisc.org

Shannon Watts
Parish Administrative Asst.

administrator@stmarysepisc.org

Rosemary Inman
Financial Secretary
rosemaryi@stmarysepisc.org

Dr. Harold G. Andrews
Organist & Choirmaster
ncorgancraft@aol.com

Margaret McDonald
Youth Choir Director

musicacademy@northstate.net

Artie Ross - Sexton

Vestry

Beth Penley, Senior Warden
Herb Goins, Junior Warden

Mary Eliza Duckett
Candy Fenn
Joe Fisher
Amanda Gane
Marita Gates
Eric Hill
Amo Kearns
Dudley Moore
Paul Siceloff
Audrey Yowell
Kim Gay, clerk

Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina
The Rt. Rev’d Michael B. Curry

Bishop

The Rt. Rev’d William O. Gregg

Assisting Bishop

The Rt. Rev’d Alfred C. Marble

Assisting Bishop



	Tell it to your children, and let your children tell it to their children, and their children to the next 

	generation.  Joel 1:3 

	ST. MARY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH


